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35 

Theme Appropriateness 

The essay demonstrates understanding of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) beyond a superficial repetition of 
taglines or headings. For example, inclusion of the 5Ps of SDGs 
or considering the 3 pillars of sustainable development. 

20 14-19 9-13 0-8 

Effectiveness, Value 

The subject of the essay is relevant to the theme and interesting. 
The reader’s interest is stimulated. Details are presented in a 
way that captivates and/or inspires. 

10 7-9 4-6 0-3 

Evidence, Examples, Support 
The author utilises relevant supporting details that are valuable 
in developing the essay and which flow logically. 

5 4 3 0-2 
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30 

Structure and Flow 

The structure of the essay is well designed and flows 
smoothly.  Appropriate use of topic sentences, transitions and 
paragraphing techniques are evident. 

10 7-9 4-6 0-3 

Title, Introduction, Conclusion 

The title is clear in attracting the reader’s attention to the subject 
of the essay.  The introduction provides a clear introduction of 
what has been discussed, and the conclusion adequately 
concludes the essay. 

10 7-9 4-6 0-3 

Focus 

The essay is effective in communicating its main objective 
(sharing an idea). Through paragraphs the focus develops 
naturally with cohesive clarity. 

10 7-9 4-6 0-3 
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20 

Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation 

The essay is mechanically sound.  For example, If minor errors 
exist, these do not impede reader comprehension. 

15 11-14 6-10 0-5 

Craft, Style, Tone 

The author demonstrates language proficiency through a range 
of vocabulary and variety of sentence structures presented 
concisely in a way that is easy for the reader to follow. 

5 4 3 0-2 
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15 

Originality, Creativity 

The author has presented the topic in a unique way or has 
provided a new perspective on how to view the topic.  

10 7-9 4-6 0-3 

Feasibility and Ability to Implement 
The essay is solution focused and provides a practical way to 
implement suggested change(s). 

5 4 3 0-2 



             

 

Judging Criteria 
Content (35%) 

• Theme Appropriateness 
The essay demonstrates understanding of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) beyond a 
superficial repetition of taglines or headings. For example, inclusion of the 5Ps of SDGs or considering the 
3 pillars of sustainable development 

 

• Effectiveness, Value 
The subject of the essay is relevant to the theme and interesting. The reader’s interest is stimulated. 
Details are presented in a way that captivates and/or inspires. 
 

• Evidence, Examples, Support 
The author utilises relevant supporting details that are valuable in developing the essay and which flow 
logically. 

 

Organization  (30%) 

• Structure and Flow 
The structure of the essay is well designed and flows smoothly.  Appropriate use of  topic sentences, 
transitions and paragraphing techniques are evident. 
 

• Title, Introduction, Conclusion 
The title is clear in attracting the reader’s attention to the subject of the essay.  The introduction provides a 
clear introduction of what has been discussed, and the conclusion adequately concludes the essay. 

 

• Focus 
The essay is effective in communicating its main objective (sharing an idea). Through paragraphs the 
focus develops naturally with cohesive clarity. 

 

Mechanics (20%) 

• Grammar, Spelling, Punctuation 
The essay is mechanically sound.  For example, If minor errors exist, these do not impede reader 
comprehension. 
 

• Craft, Style, Tone 
The author demonstrates language proficiency through a range of vocabulary and variety of sentence 
structures presented concisely in a way that is easy for the reader to follow. 

 

Originality (15%) 

• Originality, Creativity 
The author has presented the topic in a unique way or has provided a new perspective on how to view the 
topic.  

 

• Feasibility and Ability to Implement 
The essay is solution focused and provides a practical way to implement suggested change(s). 

 

Marks  

Excellence 
Earned by work demonstrating excellent quality and mastery in the corresponding category, near 
perfection. 

Very Good 
Earned by work demonstrating a skilled use, implementation, or demonstration of the 
corresponding category, but with notable flaws. 

Good 
Earned by work demonstrating a fair understanding or a decent attempt in the corresponding 
category, many major flaws but passable. 

Fair 
Earned by work demonstrating little to no mastery in the corresponding category, ridden with errors 
and flaws. 

 
For reference only. Final judging rubric may be modified without prior notice.  
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